
The Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program 
(VMSDEP) is a Commonwealth of Virginia program which provides 
education benefits to spouses and children of military service 
members killed, missing in action, taken prisoner; or of veterans 
who became totally and permanently disabled or at least 90 percent 
permanently disabled as a result of military service. Military service 
includes service in the United States Armed Forces, United States 
Armed Forces Reserves, and the Virginia National Guard.

BENEFITS PROVIDED
Waives Tuition and Mandatory Fees (Tier 1 and Tier 2) 
Stipend (Tier 2 Only)

TIER 1 ELIGIBILITY 
The spouse, or the child between ages 16 and 29, of a qualified veteran 
who is rated totally and permanently disabled or at least 90% permanently 
disabled due to military service and meets the Domicile/5-Year Presence 
requirement as defined in the Code of Virginia § 23.1-608.

TIER 2 ELIGIBILITY 
The spouse, or the child between ages 16 and 29, of a qualified 
service member who was killed, missing in action, a prisoner of war; 
or of a veteran rated totally and permanently disabled or at least 90% 
permanently disabled due to direct involvement in covered military 
combat and meets the Domicile/5-Year Presence requirement as 
defined in the Code of Virginia § 23.1-608.

The stepchild, between the ages 16 and 29, of a deceased Tier 2 
qualifying service member who claimed the stepchild on his or her 
tax return or on his or her Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 
System (DEERS) while serving on active duty.
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For more information call:
804-225-2083

Email us at: vmsdep@dvs.virginia.gov
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ITEMS REQUIRED FOR PROCESSING 
Proof of Military Service: 
•	 DD Form 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active  
	 Duty, Member Copy 4; or
•	 DD Form 256, Honorable Discharge Certificate; or
•	 DD Form 1300, Report of Casualty; or
•	 NGB Form 22, Report of Separation and Record of Service.

Proof of Domicile/5-Year Presence in Virginia: 
Virginia listed as the Home of Record Upon Entry on the item used 
to show Proof of Military Service or evidence showing the veteran or 
service member lived in Virginia for five years immediately prior to 
the date of death or for at least five years immediately prior to the date 
on which the admission application was submitted by or on behalf of 
the applicant.

Proof of Disability: 
•	 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) Benefits Summary 

Narrative,
•	 USDVA Rating Decision Narrative, or,
•	 Document(s) showing, due to combat, the service member was 

killed, missing in action, or a prisoner of war; or the veteran is 
rated by the USDVA as totally and permanently disabled or at least 
90 percent permanently disabled. Examples of documents:
-	 Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) Eligibility 

Information including CRSC rating,
-	 Relevant Service Medical Records,
-	 Relevant Military Personnel File Extracts,
-	 Prior Military Disability Board Decision(s), or,
-	 Line of Duty Determination(s)

Proof of Dependency: 
•	 Spouse: Marriage License/Certificate
•	 Biological or Adopted Child: Birth Certificate or Adoption 

Decree/Court Order
•	 Stepchild: Birth Certificate, Marriage License/Certificate of the 

biological parent to the deceased qualifying military service 
member, and evidence showing such service member claimed the 
stepchild on tax return or DEERS while serving on active duty.

Apply online at:
www.dvs.virginia.gov


