
John Maxwell is a 28-year U.S. Navy veteran with experience in private industry, 
state government, and the non-profit sector. 

After retiring from active duty in the Navy in 2019 as a Navy Captain and Carrier 
Strike Group Chief of Staff, John joined a third-party logistics company. He was 
then appointed as Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Veterans Services 
(DVS) in February 2020 where he served through January 2022.

Following his service to Virginia, John joined a local electronic security firm while 
founding and leading the Veteran Community Network of Central Virginia, a 
community-based organization focused on connecting military veterans and their 
families with resources. He later served as the Chief Operating Officer for the 
Chimney Trail Foundation, another veteran-focused non-profit organization. 

John was reappointed to serve as DVS Commissioner beginning in January 2026 by Governor Abigail 
Spanberger.

He is a graduate of the United States Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Economics and holds 
a Master of Business Administration degree from Auburn University.
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