
Board of Veterans Services 
Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2011 

 
 
 

A meeting of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) was held on Monday, January 10, 2011 at 
the Virginia War Memorial, 621 Belvidere Street, Richmond. 
 
Members Present 

• John Anderson 
• Mark Cole 
• John Edwards 
• William G. Haneke  
• Donald Kaiserman 
• Kate Kohler 
• Thad Jones 
• Sandra Love 
• George Melnyk 
• Toddy Puller 
• J. W. Peyton Robertson 
• Max Taylor 
• Vivian Watts 
• George Corbett (for the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations) 
• Jack Hilgers (for the Veterans Services Foundation) 
• Paul Galanti, Commissioner of Veterans Services 

 
Members Absent 

• Kirk Cox 
• Samuel Metters  
• Al Sample 

 
Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Cynthia Norwood, Office of the Attorney General 
• Steven Combs, Department of Veterans Services 
• Judith Reid, Department of Veterans Services 
• Mike Rogers, Department of Veterans Services 
• Danielle Weaver, Department of Veterans Services 
• Cathy Wilson, Department of Veterans Services 
• Kate Morosoff, Senator Puller’s Aide 
 

Others Present 
• Roger Sullivan, Disabled American Veterans 
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Materials Distributed in the Agenda Packet 
• Agenda 
• Board of Veterans Services Committee Reports 

o Benefits 
o Care Centers 
o Cemeteries 

• Ex officio member reports 
o Department of Veterans Services Report 

 A quick note on DVS Fund Sources 
 Excerpts from Governor McDonnell’s Proposed Budget 
 DVS Bill Matrix – as of 1/7/11 

o Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC) Report 
o Veterans Services Foundation Report 

• New Business 
o Executive Order 29 
o Proposed 2011 Meeting Schedule 
o Proposed 2011 Plan of Action 

 
Additional Materials Distributed 
Board of Veterans Services Bylaws suggested changes 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Thad Jones called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  
 
Chairman Jones stated that Governor Bob McDonnell requested that the flags be flown at half 
staff today to honor the victims of the Arizona shooting over the weekend.  Chairman Jones then 
asked for a moment of silence for these victims. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Ms. Sandra Love to lead everyone in the pledge of allegiance to the 
American flag. 
 
Roll Call and Quorum Determination 
The Roll Call was called, and with 14 of 19 members present a quorum was determined.  Senator 
John Edwards and Mr. J. W. Peyton Robertson arrived later, bringing the number of members 
present to 16. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Chairman Jones asked the board for a motion to approve the agenda as presented (see 
Attachment 1).  Mr. John Anderson made a motion, seconded by Mr. George Corbett.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones then asked Mr. Steven Combs to introduce the guest and staff.  Their names and 
organizations are recorded above. 
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Approval of September 30, 2010 minutes 
Chairman Jones asked for a motion to approve the draft minutes of the September 30, 2010 
meeting, which had been sent to the Board members by e-mail.  Ms. Love made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. George Melnyk, to approve the minutes of the September 30, 2010 meeting as 
submitted.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Board of Veterans Services Committee Reports 
 
Benefits 
Mr. William Haneke reviewed the Benefits Report (see Attachment #2).  He then called on his 
sub-committee members to report briefly on their reports.  
 
Commissioner Galanti announced that Senator Mark Warner will hold a press conference at the 
Virginia War Memorial at 2 p.m. today.  Senator Warner will make an announcement in 
reference to Veterans Affairs. 
 
Care Centers 
Delegate Vivian Watts reviewed the Care Center Report (see Attachment 3).  Delegate Watts 
discussed the federal grant fund priority ranking of the Virginia care center projects, and the need 
to talk to authorities to get the ranking listed appropriately for all Virginia projects. 
 
Cemeteries 
Mr. George Melnyk reviewed the Cemeteries Report (see Attachment 4).  Mr. Melnyk discussed 
the Governor’s budget and how it will help the cemeteries. 
 
Bylaws 
Dr. John Anderson reviewed the revisions to the Bylaws.  He stated that no action is needed at 
this meeting and that he would like for everyone to review these changes before the next 
meeting.  He said that, with the Board’s approval, the revised Bylaws will be put to a vote at the 
next meeting.  Chairman Jones complemented Dr. Anderson on his revisions. 
 
Chairman Jones congratulated Senator Toddy Puller for having a program through William & 
Mary named after her late husband.  Senator Puller stated that she attended the ceremony and 
that it was very nice.  Senator Puller explained how the group was formed.  Senator Puller 
pointed out that the William & Mary Law School third year students will help veterans obtain 
their benefits that they are entitled to through the VA.  The program was developed in honor of 
her late husband who attended the William & Mary Law School. 
 
 
Ex officio member Reports 
 
Department of Veterans Services Report 
Commissioner Galanti briefly reviewed the DVS Report (see Attachment 5). 
 
Commissioner Galanti thanked Chairman Jones for his excellent job in taking over the BVS 
chairmanship. 
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Commissioner Galanti reminded everyone that the two care centers are Class A facilities and that 
a new care center will be built on a prime piece of property in Hampton.  He said that all Board 
members should visit both care centers.  Commissioner Galanti invited everyone to visit the site 
in Hampton for the next care center, which is surrounding by water. 
 
Mr. Don Kaiserman briefly discussed the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service 
Organizations (JLC) meeting that was held with Governor McDonnell on October 20, 2010.  Mr. 
Kaiserman stated that two top JLC objectives were discussed.  He also stated that the Governor 
was impressed with these objectives and asked his staff to review these objectives and report 
back to the Governor for consideration in his budget. 
 
Commissioner Galanti stated that he is very proud of the VWWP and the national attention they 
have attracted. Commissioner Galanti thanked Ms. Wilson for her efforts.  Commissioner 
Galanti reemphasized on the importance of the JLC objectives and the meeting with the 
Governor. 
 
Mr. Kaiserman reminded the Board that the JLC are advocates and not lobbyists.  Mr. Kaiserman 
then thanked the legislative members attending today’s meeting for their support.  Senator Puller 
agreed with Mr. Kaiserman’s statement in reference to the JLC being advocates. 
 
Senator John Edwards discussed two bills:  the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities 
for Military Children and the Military and Veteran Court Program.  Commissioner Galanti stated 
that Ms. Wilson received a grant to help educate judges and lawyers about the unique 
circumstances of veterans in the criminal justice system and the resources available for 
treatment. 
 
Commissioner Galanti said that DVS held a presentation of the TurboVet system in December. 
Commissioner Galanti stated that DVS will serve as a “Beta Tester” at no cost to the state, and 
noted that the current program being used is out of date.  He said that TurboVet will make 
processing Veterans claims a lot easier and faster. 
 
Chairman Jones called for a break at 11:10 am.  During this recess the tape was changed.  
Chairman Jones called the meeting back to order at 11:15 am. 
 
Mr. Combs reviewed the DVS Fund sources report (see Attachment 6).  He explained that this is 
a guide for the Board. 
 
Mr. Combs reviewed Governor McDonnell’s proposed Biennial Budget for the 2010 – 2012 
biennium.  Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget amendments are available on the Governor’s 
website at www.governor.virginia.gov. 
 
Ms. Cathy Wilson explained that the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWWP) was honored 
to receive a federal grant from HRSA for The Flex Rural Veterans Health Access Program.  She 
added that VWWP was also awarded a federal grant of $71,250 from the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services to educate our judiciary system on PTSD and TBI.  Ms. Wilson also 
mentioned the AmeriCorps Grant, which will fund a Virginia Veterans Corps Program that will 
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be piloted in the Tidewater area. 
 
Mr. Combs discussed the DVS Bill Matrix and noted that he will try to put out an updated 
version once a week during the General Assembly session.  Mr. Combs then continued to discuss 
the bills listed on the spreadsheet. 
 
Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations Report 
JLC member George Corbett, representing JLC Chair Jenny Holbert, delivered the JLC report 
(see Attachment 7).  Mr. Corbett thanked the BVS for their support of the JLC legislative 
objectives.  He stated that the JLC will meet on January 13 at the General Assembly to advocate 
for the JLC legislative objectives, and noted that the next regular JLC meeting will be March 23. 
 
Veterans Services Foundation Board of Trustees Chairman’s Report 
Mr. Jack Hilgers, representing Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Chairman David 
Richardson, delivered the report for the VSF (see Attachment 8).  Mr. Hilgers reviewed the 
current VSF membership and noted that there were several new members.  He said that the next 
VSF meeting will be March 9. 
 
New Business 
 
Discuss Executive order 29 
Mr. Kaiserman reviewed Executive Order 29 and noted that the Governor has given the Board a 
roadmap to follow for the Board to be successful.  Chairman Jones shared his thoughts on EO29. 
 
Review and adopt 2011 Meeting Schedule and Plan of Action 
Chairman Jones reviewed the Proposed 2011 Meeting Schedule (see Attachment 9).  Chairman 
Jones asked the board for a motion to approve the schedule as presented.  Mr. Kaiserman made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Melnyk.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones reviewed the Proposed Plan of Action for 2011 (see Attachment 10).  Chairman 
Jones invited Ms. Wilson to attend the April meeting.  Chairman Jones asked the board for a 
motion to approve the Plan of Action for 2011 as presented.  Mr. Melnyk made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Kaiserman.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Prepare for Next Meeting and Adjournment 
The next Board meeting will be April 13, 2011 at a location to be announced. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Board of Veterans Services 

Virginia War Memorial 
621 S. Belvidere Street 

Richmond 
January 10, 2011 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. Opening, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call and Introduction of Members, Quorum 
Determination, Approval of Agenda, and Introduction of DVS Staff and Guests – Thad 
Jones, BVS Chairman (10:00-10:10) 

 
II. Approval of September 30, 2010 Meeting Minutes – Thad Jones (10:10-10:15)  

 
III. Board of Veterans Services Committee Reports (10:15-10:55) 

a. Benefits – Bill Haneke 
b. Care Centers – Peyton Robertson 
c. Cemeteries – George Melnyk 
d. ByLaws – John Anderson 

 
Break (10:55-11:00) 

 
IV. Ex officio member Reports 

a. Department of Veterans Services – Paul Galanti (11:00-11:10) 
b. Joint Leadership Council – Jenny Holbert (11:10-11:20) 
c. Veterans Services Foundation – David Richardson (11:20-11:25) 

 
V. New Business – Thad Jones (11:25-11:50) 

a. Discuss Executive Order 29 
b. Review and adopt 2011 Meeting Schedule and Plan of Action  

 
VI. Public Comment (11:50-11:55) 

 
VII. Prepare for Next Meeting – Thad Jones (11:55-12:00) 

 
VIII. Adjourn (12:00) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

BOARD OF VETERANS SERVICES 
REPORT OF THE BENEFITS COMMITTEE 

January 10, 2011 
 
 
Current Operations 
 

• In December, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) adjudicated 1,086 
disability claims submitted by the Virginia Department of Veterans Services (VDVS) 
on behalf of Virginia’s veterans and eligible dependents.  Of the 1,086 claims that 
were adjudicated, 895, or 82%, were granted. 

 
• To date in FY11, the USDVA has adjudicated 8,642 claims, and has approved 6,407, 

or 74%. 
 

• In November, the USDVA made 228 retroactive payments in excess of $5,000 to 
veterans and eligible dependents assisted by the VDVS.  Many of the payments were 
based on new conditions associated with Agent Orange that have been recently 
determined by the USDVA to be service-connected conditions. 

 
The 228 retroactive payments made in November 2010 totaled $8,106,851, and included: 

o $635,789 – to a claimant in Stephens City 
o $463,603 – to a claimant in Purcellville 
o $458,745 – to a claimant in Bristol 
o $359,999 – to a claimant in Catlett 
o $246,552 – to a claimant in Raven 

 
• In December, the USDVA made 202 retroactive payments in excess of $5,000 to veterans 

and eligible dependents assisted by VDVS.  Many of the payments were based on new 
conditions associated with Agent Orange that have been recently determined by the 
USDVA to be service-connected conditions. 
 
The 202 retroactive payments made in December 2010 totaled $5,291,346, and included: 

o $544,561 – to a claimant in Bluefield 
o $353,994 – to a claimant in Clintwood 
o $249,079 – to a claimant in Suffolk 
o $222,638 – to a claimant in Kenbridge 
o $216,439 – to a claimant in Ringgold 

 
• Total retroactive payments in FY11:  $24,646,523 for 1,235 claims 

 
• The USDVA recently released the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2010 list of Education 

Beneficiaries by State and Education Program.  Virginia ranked #5 in the nation in the 
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number of veterans and dependents receiving education benefits, behind California, 
Texas, Florida, and Arizona.  The high numbers for Arizona are due in large measure to 
students registered through the University of Phoenix, an on-line education program. 
 
42,092 veterans and dependents used their education benefits in Virginia in FFY10, 
double FFY09’s total of 20,530. 
 
While the doubling of the number of beneficiaries can be attributed to the significant 
expansion of benefits available under the Post-9/11 GI Bill, DVS is proud of the role it 
has played in enabling these 42,092 students to use their education benefits.  Operating 
under a federal contract, the DVS State Approving Agency for Veterans Education and 
Training (SAA) certifies that post-secondary education programs (including colleges, 
universities, technical training programs, and OJT training programs) meet certain 
requirements.  Over 900 post-secondary education programs are certified in Virginia, 
giving veterans and their dependents a wide variety of choice and unprecedented access 
to educational opportunities. 

 
New Initiatives 
 

• Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget would add $82,306 (GF) and 1 new GF position 
to improve access to claims representation for Virginia's veterans by helping cities and 
counties establish a County Veterans Service Officer program.  The Department of 
Veterans Services liaison officer will provide initial and refresher training to County 
Veterans Service Officers and ongoing technical support and assistance. 

 
Areas of concern 
 

• There are 11 vacant positions in the Benefits Section, including at least four vacant 
Claims Agent positions. 

 
• Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget did not include funding for JLC Objective 2 – 

DVS Benefit Service Positions. 
 

• The Joint Leadership Council has asked Delegate Kirk Cox and Senator Walter Stosch to 
patron a budget amendment request to provide funding to fill seven of the 11 vacant 
positions, including four claims agents, two administrative support positions, and a 
training officer position. 
 

• Delegate Kirk Cox has submitted House Bill 1557 in support of the JLC objective.  This 
bill clarifies that the number of employees assigned to the processing of benefit claims 
shall be sufficient to maintain a ratio of one staff person for every 26,212 veterans 
residing in the Commonwealth. 

o Current claims agents – 28 
o Required claims agents – 31.4 
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Recommendations for BVS action 
 

• Follow budget actions of the 2011 General Assembly. 
 
 
Actions to be taken before next meeting 
 

• Follow budget actions of the 2011 General Assembly. 
 
Support requested from Department of Veterans Services 
 

• None. 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

BOARD OF VETERANS SERVICES 
REPORT OF THE CARE CENTERS COMMITTEE 

January 10, 2011 
 
 
Current Operations 
 

• Governor McDonnell’s budget proposes to increases the Care Centers spending authority 
by $4 million (NGF) to reflect a full year of operation at the Sitter & Barfoot Veterans 
Care Center. 

 
 
New Initiatives 
 

• In November, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) released the Federal 
Fiscal Year 2011 (FFY11) State Veterans Home Construction Grant Program Priority 
List.  Three Virginia projects are ranked on the FFY11 list: 

o Richmond, #42:  Construct 40-bed addition to the Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care 
Center (ranked #45 in FFY10) 

o Hampton, #43:  Construct new 240-bed veterans care center (ranked #46 in 
FFY10) 

o Fairfax, #49:  Construct new 240-bed veterans care center (ranked #53 in FFY10) 
 

• However, DVS was also notified by the USDVA that the three Virginia projects will not 
receive federal funding in FFY11 because all available grant funds will be awarded to 
higher priority projects. 

 
• Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget would grant authority for DVS to seek federal 

grant funding of up to $1.3 million for renovations at the Virginia Veterans Care Center.  
The state share of the renovations will be supported by internal resources. 
 

• Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget would grant authority for DVS to apply for 
federal grant funding for the construction of a veterans care center of up to 80 beds in 
southwest Virginia.  The total cost for this project is $30.0 million, for which a $10.5 
million state share is required. 

 
 
Areas of concern 
 

• No immediate concerns 
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Recommendations for BVS action 
 

• None 
 
Actions to be taken before next meeting 
 

• Visit Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center (SBVCC) and Virginia Veterans Care Center 
(VVCC) 

 
• Meet with care center administrators 

 
• Gain better understanding of the factors that influence facility occupancy rates 

 
• Discuss plans for SBVCC addition with Sandra Ranicki 

 
 
Support requested from Department of Veterans Services 
 

• SBVCC and VVCC occupancy rates – FY11 to date and comparison to FY10 rates 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

BOARD OF VETERANS SERVICES 
REPORT OF THE CEMETERIES COMMITTEE 

January 10, 2011 
 
 
Current Operations 
 
Quarterly Burial Summary 
 

Month Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial 
Veterans Cemetery 

Virginia Veterans Cemetery 

October 70 23 
November 75 25 
December 63 22 
 
 

• Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget would add $387,164 (GF) and 1 new GF 
position to ensure that state veterans cemeteries meet national shrine standards and 
operate in a safe, efficient manner by filling vacant positions, replacing worn out 
equipment, and purchasing necessary supplies. 

o This proposal supports the recommendation of the Joint Leadership Council of 
Veterans Service Organizations 

 
• Funding is proposed to: 

o Fill two vacant positions at the Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veterans 
Cemetery (Suffolk) and one vacant position at the Virginia Veterans Cemetery 
(Amelia). 

o Make up a shortfall in the operating budget for the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery (Dublin). 

o Replace equipment at the Amelia and Suffolk cemeteries. 
o Install road/highway directional signs in both directions on one major interstate, 

two roadways and four ramps at Dublin. 
o Upgrade highway directional signs for the Amelia and Suffolk cemeteries. 
o Provide additional funding for grass seed and fertilizer. 
o Provide funding to pay overtime for a cemetery employee to be available on 

Saturdays, Sundays and holidays to assist families with locating grave sites, assist 
with the placement of flowers, and handle cemetery flags.  It would also allow for 
full staffing to be available to support holiday recognition events. 

 
• Governor McDonnell’s budget also proposes an additional $280,000 (NGF) spending 

authority to purchase cemetery outer burial vaults for resale.  The 2010 General 
Assembly authorized the agency to sell outer burial containers at cost.  This amendment 
also includes a position at both the Suffolk and Amelia locations to provide installation. 
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• The cremated remains (cremains) of 10 forgotten heroes were buried with military honors 

at the Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery on November 11. 
o This was the first such ceremony at one of Virginia’s state veterans cemeteries. 
o  The cremains have been stored, unclaimed, at the Sturtevant funeral home in 

Portsmouth. 
o The ceremony was a joint effort of DVS, the Sturtevant Funeral Home, the 

Marine Corps League, the Virginia National Guard Funeral Honors Program, and 
the Patriot Guard Riders and other motorcycle clubs. 

o An estimated 400 people attended the ceremony. 
 

• Evergreen wreaths honoring Virginia’s veterans were placed on all gravesites in the 
Albert G. Horton, Jr., Memorial Veterans Cemetery on Saturday, December 11, 2010, as 
part of the national Wreaths Across America observance. The ceremony concluded with 
active duty service members from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard placing wreaths on the final row of graves, playing of Taps, and a flyover.  Nearly 
3,000 wreaths were provided by the Horton Wreath Society, an organization in Suffolk 
that, for the past three years, has raised money to purchase an evergreen wreath for every 
gravesite. 

 
A similar ceremony was held at the Virginia Veterans Cemetery on December 11.  The 
local National Association of Military Retirees donated 150 wreaths to the Cemetery, and 
the wreaths were placed at the cemetery front entrance, along the fence line, flag pole, 
office, and chapel.  The National Association of Military Retirees started out two years 
ago with a donation of 60 wreaths and this year the number of wreaths increased to 150.  
A private citizen, Matthew McCartney, also donated 10 wreaths. 
 
Virginia Wounded Warrior Program Executive Director Cathy Wilson was the guest 
speaker at the Wreaths Across America ceremony at Richmond National Cemetery on 
December 11. 

 
 
New Initiatives 
 

• The final completion date of the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery in Dublin has 
slipped to late January.   

o The cemetery grounds manager and the burial operations manager began training 
on January 3. 

o Burial operations should begin in March, with a Grand Opening Ceremony 
planned for April. 

 
• DVS was notified in November that Virginia will not receive federal funding in FFY11 to 

retrofit the Amelia and Suffolk cemeteries with pre-placed outer burial containers. 
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Areas of concern 
 

• No immediate concerns 
 
 
Recommendations for BVS action 
 

• Follow budget actions of the 2011 General Assembly to ensure passage of Governor 
McDonnell’s budget proposals. 

 
• Attend the Grand Opening of the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery in April. 

 
 
Actions to be taken before next meeting 
 

• Visit Amelia and Dublin cemeteries. 
 
• Meet with Cemetery Director Dan Kemano and staff. 

 
 
Support requested from Department of Veterans Services 
 

• None. 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICES 
REPORT TO 

BOARD OF VETERANS SERVICES 
January 10, 2011 

 
 
I’d like to highlight some of things that have happened since the last BVS meeting: 
 

• I had the honor of attending the Paralyzed Veterans of America Gala on October 19 in 
Washington, D.C. and accepting, on behalf of Governor McDonnell and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the EMPLOYABLE Award for leadership in providing 
employment opportunities for veterans with disabilities. 

 
• On Thursday, November 18, I was the keynote speaker at the 6th Annual Crisis 

Intervention Team Awards Banquet of the New River Valley Crisis Intervention Team 
(NRV CIT).  DVS and the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWWP) have partnered 
with the NRV CIT to develop an educational training program, as described below.  
VWWP Executive Director Cathy Wilson also attended. 

 
In support of the JLC 2010 Legislative Objective, the Virginia Wounded Warrior 
Program (VWWP) applied for a grant from the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice 
Services for the development and implementation of a targeted educational program for 
judges, court personnel, community corrections and other criminal justice partners across 
the state.  A $72,000 grant was awarded in July. 
 
The training will focus on the unique characteristics, symptoms and options for 
addressing the needs of active duty military personnel, Guardsmen, Reservists, and 
veterans affected by the spectrum of combat stress, post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
and traumatic brain injuries (TBI) and the veterans who are at risk for involvement or 
involved in the criminal justice system. 
 
The curriculum will be developed and tested in FY11. Subsequent funding is available 
for three additional years to implement the training across the Commonwealth. 

 
• DVS held a public “Rollout Demonstration” for the TurboVet system on December 1 at 

the Virginia War Memorial.  The system is being rolled out nationwide by AMVETS, 
and DVS will serve as a “Beta Tester” at the state veterans service level. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Paul E. Galanti 
Commissioner 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
 

A quick note on DVS Fund Sources 
 
General Funds: 

• Mostly derived from direct general taxes paid by citizens and businesses in Virginia 
• Can be used for a variety of government programs 
• Governor and the General Assembly have the most discretion to spend 
• In DVS, general fund monies are used for Benefit Services, Cemetery Services, the 

Virginia War Memorial, the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, and for administration 
 
 
Nongeneral Funds:  receipts set aside for specific purposes 
 
 
Special Funds (nongeneral):  for DVS, these are monies “earned” for delivering a service.  In 
DVS, almost all special funds come from monies received for resident care at the veterans care 
centers. 
 
 
Dedicated Special Funds (nongeneral):  for DVS, these are monies donated to the Department 
(for the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, the cemeteries, etc.) 
 
 
Federal Trust (nongeneral):  for DVS, these are monies received from the Federal Government 
for a specific purpose.  Uses at DVS include: 

• Resident care at the care centers 
• Plot allowance at the cemeteries 
• State Approving Agency for Veterans Education and Training 

 
 
Source:  Virginia Department of Planning & Budget website – “Frequently asked Questions and 
Answers about Virginia’s Budget,” http://dpb.virginia.gov/budget/faq.cfm  
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ATTACHMENT 7 
 

JOINT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL OF VETERANS SERIVCE ORGANIZATIONS 
REPORT TO BOARD OF VETERANS SERVICES 

January 10, 2011 
 
The Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) met on October 21 and 
December 21, 2010.   
 
Presentations were made on: 

• DVS Care Center Services (October) and Education Services (December) 
• Virginia Wounded Warrior Program Grants (October) 
• Honor Flight Historic Triangle Virginia (December) 

 
The JLC received reports from the Board of Veterans Services, the Veterans Services Foundation, the 
Department of Veterans Services, the JLC representative to the Virginia Military Advisory Council, and 
the Virginia War Memorial. 
 
The JLC has submitted six recommendations for consideration by the Governor and General Assembly in 
2011.  The prioritized recommendations are: 

1. Alternate Dedicated Revenue Sources for Veterans Programs 
2. DVS Benefit Services Program 
3. State Veterans Cemeteries 
4. Special Judicial Procedures for Veterans and Military Service Members 
5. Virginia War Memorial 
6. In-state Tuition for Veterans 

 
Objective House Patron(s) Senate Patron JLC Sponsor 

1 Lingamfelter Colgan MOAA 
2 K. Cox Stosch DAV 
3 Jones Reynolds VVA 
4 Stolle and Bulova J. Miller AFA 
5 O’Bannon Colgan AL 
6 Anderson and Stolle Edwards VFW 

 
The JLC will hold its annual Conference at the General Assembly on Thursday, January 13.  Space is 
extremely limited, but BVS members are invited to attend, especially in the afternoon.  A tentative 
schedule will be sent to you by e-mail. 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 23.  Other meetings scheduled for 2011 are:  May 18, 
July 13, October 5, and December 20. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jenny M. Holbert 
Chair 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
VETERANS SERVICES FOUNDATION 

REPORT TO 
Board of Veterans Services 

January 10, 2011 
 
The Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Board of Trustees met on November 3, 2010.  A quorum 
was present.  The following actions were taken.  

(1) Received Board of Veterans Services Chairman’s, Joint Leadership Council of Veterans 
Service Organizations (JLC) Chairman’s, and the Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 
Commissioner’s and VSF Committee Reports; 

(2) Received a Demonstration of the new VSF Website which is nearing completion; 
(3) Reviewed Foundation fundraising conducted to date during FY11; 
(4) Approved VSF FY11 1st Quarter Financial Report 
(5) Updated FY11 Goals and Objectives; 
(6) Approved updated VSD-DVS Joint Policy #6 and new Policies 6A and 9; 

 
The Finance Committee met on October 27, 2010 and the Development Committee on November 3, 
2010.  The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting are posted on the Commonwealth Calendar as 
are the VSF Development Committee minutes and those of the full VSF board. 
 
The Board welcomed three new members:  James Cuthbertson of Glen Allen, Richard Schollmann of 
Richmond, and Peter Trainer of Alexandria.  Don Hall, Adam Harrell, and David Orso have left the 
Board. 
 
The Board Executive Committee met on January 4, 2011.  It approved spending plans, budget 
modifications, Joint Policy and Bylaws changes, and endorsed the JLC 2011 legislative objectives.  It 
also set the dates for its CY11 meetings:  March 9, May 4, August 3, and November 2.  Meeting 
locations are to vary between the Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center and the Virginia War 
memorial. 
 
The Foundation has raised $68,000, of which over $59,100 is for VWWP, during FY11.  This is 
about $10,000 over its fundraising during FY10 to date.  However, VWWP fundraising is only about 
$3,000 ahead of last year.  The Amelia Cemetery fundraising for lighting their avenue of flags by the 
American Legion has been going very well and they have met their $3,500 goal. 
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2011.  It will be held at the Sitter & Barfoot 
Veterans Care Center.  Items for the next meeting may include: (1) ratifying Executive Committee 
actions; (2) approval of the 2nd Quarter FY11 Fund Statement; (3) review VSF FY11 fundraising 
program; (4) refinement of FY11 Goals and Objectives; and (5) approving the updates of the Joint 
VSF-DVS Policies yet to be reviewed.   There will be Finance and Development Committee 
meetings before the next Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
David Richardson 
VSF Chairman 
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ATTACHMENT 9 
 

Board of Veterans Services 
Proposed Meetings – 2011 

 
 

The following meeting dates are proposed for 2011.  All meetings shall start at 10:00 a.m. sharp.  
The Virginia War Memorial has graciously extended a warm invitation to us to use their facility.  
We have kindly accepted the invitation.  Unless otherwise noted, we shall meet at the Virginia 
War Memorial for all of 2011.  After the meetings, Board members are encouraged to tour the 
Paul and Phyllis Galanti Educational Center. 
 
 

• Monday, January 10, 2011 
 

• Wednesday, April 13, 2011 
 

• Wednesday, June 15, 2011 
 

• Wednesday, September 14, 2011 
 

• Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
 
 
 
Thad A. Jones 
Chairman 
Board of Veterans Services 
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ATTACHMENT 10 
Board of Veterans Services 

Proposed Looking and Moving Forward Plan of Action for 2011 
 
January 10 meeting 

• Review DVS Operations 
• Discuss 2011 General Assembly session, including Governor McDonnell’s proposed budget, 

DVS Agency Legislation, and other veterans legislation. 
• Adopt BVS 2011 Meeting Schedule and Plan of Action 
• Review Executive Order 29 (EO29) Serving Virginia’s Veterans and the role of the BVS 
• Review administrative actions: business cards, name tags, mileage reimbursement, etc. 

 
January – April 

• BVS members research initial EO29 proposals and prepare background papers for presentation at 
April 13 meeting 

• BVS members meet with DVS program managers and visit DVS facilities 
 
April 13 meeting 

• Review 2011 General Assembly session – budget and legislation 
• Review BVS Powers and Duties:  What do we need to do to be more effective? 
• Review and discuss initial EO29 proposals 

 
April – June 

• BVS members continue research on EO29 proposals and prepare background papers for 
presentation at June 15 meeting 

• BVS members meet with DVS program managers and visit DVS facilities 
 
June 15 meeting 

• Review, discuss, and approve EO29 recommendations  
• Review JLC draft legislative objectives 

 
June – August 

• BVS members prepare detailed set of EO29 recommendations for submission to DVS 
 
NLT August 15 

• Submit BVS EO29 recommendations to DVS 
 
September 14 meeting 

• Review, discuss, and adopt JLC 2012 Legislative Objectives 
• Review FY11 operations and FY12 plans:  DVS Benefits, Cemeteries, and Care Centers 
• Review DVS Strategic Plan 

 
November 16 meeting 

• Adopt 2012 Meeting Schedule 
• Discuss and adopt 2012 Plan of Action  
• Review FY11 operations and FY12 plans:  DVS Veterans Education and Virginia Wounded 

Warrior Program 


