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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2022 
 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 
July 14, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia War Memorial, 621 S. Belvidere St. Richmond VA 23220 
 
Members Present 

• Richard Shook, Air Force Association 
• Rich Mansfield, Air Force Sergeants Association 
• William Aramony, American Legion 
• Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 
• Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 
• Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 
• Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 
• John Clickener, Marine Corps League 
• Monti Zimmerman, Military Officers Association of America 
• Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 
• Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
• Terence Moore, Reserve Association of America 
• Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 
• Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
• George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 
• Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 
• Michael Dick, Chairman, Board of Veterans Services 
• Jack Lanier, representing the Veterans Services Foundation 
• Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 
Members attending virtually 

• Jose Ramos, Wounded Warrior Project 
 
Members Absent 

• Richard Van Norton, AMVETS 
• Lauren Augustine, Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America 
• Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 
• Michelle Ramos Domingue, Navy Mutual Aid Association 
• Robert Barnette, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

 
Alternates Present (representing their VSO) 

• Jay Marts, AMVETS 
• Meredith Burns, Navy Mutual Aid Association 
• Carl Holcomb, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

 
Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 

• John Cooper, Air Force Sergeants Association 
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• Lisa Gregory, Disabled American Veterans 
• Joanne Smith, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
• John Down, Military Officers Association of America 
• Jeremy Villanueva, Wounded Warrior Project (attending virtually) 

 
Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Jordan Stewart, Assistant Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs 
• Steven Combs, Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 
• Claudia Flores, DVS 
• Glendalynn Glover, DVS 
• Jayla Plymouth, DVS 
• Ravi Padma, DVS 
• Cassy Russell, Department of Military Affairs 

 
Guests 

• MacKenzie Heidelmark, Office of Congresswoman Spanberger 
• Anne Crittenden, Women Marines Association 
• Clifford Kurten, Assistant Team Lead for Fallen Outdoors 
• Andrew Bond, Military Officers Association Legislative Officer 
• Michael Sopko (attending virtually) 
• Colonel Frank Richardson USAF (Ret) (attending virtually) 
• Barry Garber (attending virtually) 

 
Items included in the Agenda Packet 

• Draft Agenda 
• Draft Minutes May 12, 2022 meeting 
• BVS Report to JLC 
• VSF Report to JLC 
• VDVS Operations Update 
• Legislative Initiatives 
• Proposed By-Law changes 

 
Call to Order 
Chairman Denice Williams called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Chair Williams welcomed the 
Wounded Warrior Project to the JLC and introduced its representative, Mr. Jose Ramos. 
 
Thoughts and meditation 
The JLC Chaplain, Mr. Kevin Hoffman, provided thoughts and meditation. 
 
Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 
The roll was called, and 20 of the 22 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 
Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 
represented.  A quorum was determined.  The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 
 
Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 
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Chair Williams noted change required on draft agenda to correct the name of the Chairman of the 
Veterans Services Foundation. The new Chairman is Mr. Paul F. Haughton Jr. Chair Williams asked 
for a motion to accept the change asked and approve the Agenda.  Mr. Jack Hilgers made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. John Clickener to approve the meeting agenda as presented. The motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Approve May 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
Chair Williams asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 15, 2021 meeting as 
drafted.  Mr. Sha’ron Martin made a motion, seconded by Mr. William Aramony, to approve the 
minutes as drafted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Reports / Updates 
 
BVS Report (Attachment 2) 
Chairman Michael Dick of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  He 
noted the next meeting is planned for August 25, 2022 at the Virginia War Memorial. Chairman 
Dick also recognized two legislative reappointments and two new members. Chairman Dick noted 
the BVS Point of Contact report process. 
 
VSF Report (Attachment 3) 
Mr. Jack Lanier of the Veterans Services (VSF) presented the VSF report.  Noted the last meeting 
was June 9 and the library in Henrico. Mr. Lanier announced new VSF leadership. He further 
commented on the revenue and expense report to include receipt of a large financial donation in June 
2022. 
 
VDVS Report (Attachment 4) 
Commissioner Gade thanked the JLC for ongoing collaboration. He highlighted a main effort of the 
agency currently in creating the Gold Standard Digital Hub, a place for organizations that provide 
services to veterans to register and list services. Veterans will also be able to register and list their 
needs. Commissioner Gade noted he anticipates increased agency outreach activities to get all of 
Virginia’s veterans to register in the Hub. 
 
Commissioner Gade announced the new Director of Partnership and Research position for the 
agency to centrally manage partnerships and internal work for better clarity and accomplishment of 
goals. He noted a 1 August virtual session hosted by VDVS for members of the JLC and BVS to 
provide more of a deep dive into agency Objectives and Key Results (OKR) as an opportunity for 
members to ask questions. 
 
The Commissioner commented on the new Suicide Prevention program as a result of budgetary 
appropriations from the 2022 session. 
 
Proposed Initiatives for 2023 Consideration 
American Legion presented an initiative to remove the age limitation from the veteran retirement 
income tax subtraction for those earning $40,000 or less in retirement income. Mr. Aramony noted 
that veterans give back to the economy and this would encourage veterans to stay in Virginia. 
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Fleet Reserve presented an initiative to remove the state cemetery spousal burial fee. Mr. Clickener 
noted this initiative was presented in the 2022 session and passed in the House of Delegates, but was 
carried over in the Senate. 
 
Mr. Martin noted the federal cemeteries do not charge a spousal burial fee. 
 
National Guard Association presented two initiatives. One to increase the $3,000 tax subtraction for 
Guard members to adjust for inflation and the second to provide Virginia Guardsmen free state park 
entry. Mr., Hoffman noted other states that allow for free admission for National Guard members to 
state parks. 
 
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) presented an initiative for back-dating of 
real property taxes beyond the current plus three years to 2011 if applicable to the veteran’s effective 
date. Monti Zimmerman asked if the Reserve Organization of America will support. 
 
Chair Williams turned the floor over to Mr. Sopko, a member of the public attending virtually who 
expressed that he had been pursuing this effort for two years and noted the 2017 Attorney General 
Opinion on this matter. He also noted HB1168 from the 2022 session which passed in the House of 
Delegates but did not pass the Senate Finance Committee. Mr. Sopko also noted the VDVS Policy 
and Guidelines that provided the decision to backdate to be at the county’s discretion. 
 
Mr. Clickener asked members to provide a one page white paper on all legislative proposals by 1 
September. 
 
Chair Williams opened the floor for additional initiatives. Nothing further was added. 
 
Constitution and By-Laws 
 
Monti Zimmerman noted the JLC Constitution did not require any changes and asked that the 
revision date of the Constitution reflect the date of the JLC meeting, July 14, 2022. Monti 
Zimmerman made a motion, seconded by John Clickener to reflect the new revision date to the JLC 
Constitution. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Monti Zimmerman proposed that the changes to the by-laws previously sent to the members in 
advance of the meeting as required be adopted. Rick Raskin asked for a friendly amendment to 
remove the word ‘all’ in from paragraph 5.a.iii and remove language in 5.a.ii, making 5.a.iii the new 
5.a.ii. Monti Zimmerman accepted the friendly amendment and the changes passed unanimously 
 
Other New Business, Open Discussion, and “Good of the Order” reports 
Nothing to report 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Clifton Kurten from Fallen Outdoors introduced his nonprofit organization supporting veteran 
hunting and fishing. Mr. Kurten further commented on the Virginia Military Survivors and 
Dependents Education Program (VMSDEP). Mr. Kurten commented that he has a stepson who does 
not qualify for VMSDEP since he, the veteran, is still living. Current legislation allows for 
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qualifying stepchildren of deceased military members. Mr. Kurten noted the VMSDEP benefit was a 
significant factor in his decision to retire in Virginia. 
 
Adjourn 
Chairman Williams adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.   
 
The next regular business meeting is September 15, 2022 at 10 a.m.  The meeting is tentatively 
scheduled to be held at the Virginia War Memorial. 
 
. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
 

AGENDA 
 

July 14, 2022 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
Virginia War Memorial 

 
 

I. Opening & Pledge of Allegiance – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:00 – 10:05) 
 

II. Opening Thoughts & Meditation, Kevin Hoffman, JLC Chaplain (10:05 – 10:10) 
 

III. Roll call of VSOs, quorum determination, and introduction of guests – Denice Williams, JLC 
Chair (10:10 – 10:15) 

 
IV. Approve Agenda – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:15 – 10:17) 

 
V. Approve May 12, 2022 meeting minutes – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:17 – 10:20) 

 
VI. Reports (10:20 – 10:45) 

a. Board of Veterans Services (BVS) – Michael Dick, BVS Chairman 
b. Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) – Paul Haughton, VSF Chairman 
c. Virginia Department of Veterans Services (VDVS) – Daniel Gade, VDVS 

Commissioner  
 

VII. Proposed initiatives for 2023 consideration, John Clickener, JLC Legislative Officer (10:45 – 
11:30) 
 

VIII. Constitution and Bylaws, Monti Zimmerman, JLC Vice Chair (11:30 – 11:45) 
 

IX. New Business and Open Discussion, Denice Williams JLC Chair (11:45-11:50) 
 

X. Public comment period – Denice Williams JLC Chair (11:50-11:55) 
 

XI. Closing Remarks – Denice Williams JLC Chair (11:55 – 12:00) 
 

XII. Adjourn (12:00) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
Virginia Department of Veterans Services (VDVS) Report 
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