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Board of Veterans Services 

Meeting Minutes 

April 27, 2023 
 

A meeting of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) was held on April 27, 2023 at Amelia State 

Cemetery Chapel: 

 

Members Present 

• David Ashe 

• Joe Campa 

• Michael Dick 

• Mario Flores 

• Buddy Fowler 

• Jamie Inman 

• Carlton Kent 

• Terrence McKnight 

• Kathy Owens 

• Melissa Watts 

• Denice Williams, Chair, Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

• Karla Boughey, Veterans Services Foundation 

• Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Virginia Department of Veterans Services 

• Pam Seay, President, Virginia War Memorial Foundation 

 

Members Attending Virtually 

• Carl Bedell  

• Mike Cherry 

• Thurraya Kent 

• Bryce Reeves  

 

Members Absent 

• Victor Angry 

• Jason Ballard 

• John Bell 

• Paul Haughton 

• Joyce Henderson 

• John Lesinski 

• Mamie Locke 

• Kathleen Murphy  

 

Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Jordan Stewart, Assistant Secretary 

• Steve Combs, VDVS 

• Claudia Flores, VDVS 

• Ravi Padma, VDVS 
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• Brandi Jancaitis, VDVS 

• Monique Brabham, VDVS 

• Glendalynn Glover, VDVS 

• Jayla Plymouth, VDVS 

 

Members of the Public 

• No members of the public in attendance 

 

Materials Distributed as part of the Agenda Packet (sent via e-mail and posted on BVS 

webpage) 

• Draft Agenda 

• Draft Minutes of the December 16, 2022 meeting 

• VDVS Operational Update  

• JLC Report  

• VSF Report 

• VWM Report 

• BVS New Member Handbook 

• BVS Point of Contact List 

 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Michael Dick called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed all attendees to 

the meeting. Chairman Dick led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call, Introduction of Members, and Quorum Determination 

The roll call determined that there were 14 of 25 members present at the meeting site, and a 

quorum was established.  Four members attended the meeting virtually (as noted above) citing 

Electronic Member Participation Permission #3: Principal residence is more than 60 miles 

distance from the meeting location. Chairman Dick asked if there were any objections to 

allowing the virtual members to participate. No objection noted. 

 

Approval of Agenda and December 16, 2022 Draft Minutes (See Attachment 1) 

Chairman made a motion, seconded by Buddy Fowler to approve the April 27, 2023 draft 

agenda. The motion carried by unanimous consent. 

 

Buddy Fowler made a motion, seconded by Carlton Kent to approve the December 16, 2022 

meeting minutes. The motion carried by unanimous consent. 

 

Introduction of VDVS staff and guests  

Commissioner Gade recognized DVS staff. 

 

Update on current VDVS operational status (See Attachment 2) 

VDVS Commissioner Gade gave an update on VDVS Operations and categorized wins, losses, 

and future outcomes. Commissioner Gade reported on grant funding for the DVS Suicide 

Prevention and Opioid Addiction Prevention Services (SOS) and noted efforts to develop new 

capacity and enhance current capabilities. 
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Commissioner Gade provided an update on veteran data noting DVS is working with the Office 

of Data Governance and Analysis. 

 

Commissioner Gade highlighted strategic planning and noted the Women Veterans License Plate 

approval. Additionally, the Commissioner announced the launch of the new DVS appointment 

system scheduling application on the DVS website and provided an update on the Gold Standard 

Digital Hub and the two new Care Centers. The Commissioner also commented on DVS 

turnover rates and the efforts underway to address staff turnover. 

 

Commissioner Gade discussed outreach efforts and building the connective tissue between 

Virginia Values Veterans (V3) certified companies and Virginia’s veterans seeking employment. 

 

Commissioner Gade revealed the Virginia is for Veterans logo. 

 

Joint Leadership Council Report (See Attachment 3) 

JLC Chair Denice Williams reported that four of the six JLC 2023 legislative priorities passed 

the General Assembly on their way to becoming law. Chair Williams noted that the JLC is 

beginning to look ahead to 2024. 

 

Veterans Services Foundation Report 

Karla Boughey reported the next VSF meeting is May 4, 2023 at the Virginia War Memorial. 

 

Virginia War Memorial Foundation Report (See Attachment 4) 

Pam Seay reported that the War Memorial Foundation is supporting the Memorial’s presence on 

the DC Mall to include a tent and a traveling version of the 50 years and Beyond exhibit. Ms. 

Seay also noted the Commonwealth’s Memorial Day Ceremony planned for May 29. 

Additionally, Ms. Seay noted that the Virginia War Memorial is working on a Virginia at War 

Series in combination with a Public Broadcasting Station. Ms. Seay also noted the War 

Memorial’s veterans’ creative art center and on-act plays written by veterans which educates a 

non-veteran audience about military service. 

 

General Assembly Session 

Chairman Dick turned the floor over to Senators and Delegates for their report on the 2023 

General Assembly Session 

 

Delegate Fowler noted the state park admission JLC initiative that passed allowing National 

Guard members free admission to Virginia state parks. 

 

Senator Reeves noted the Strategic Working Group to guide veteran related budget and 

legislation. Senator Reeves also noted the efforts of the General Assembly Military and Veteran 

Caucus. 

 

New Business 

Chairman Dick discussed the BVS Point of Contact (POC) Report assignments and highlighted 

the duties of the POCs. Chairman Dick asked each member to review the POC assignment list 
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and provide him remarks by e-mail within ten days.  

 

Chairman Dick noted he received recommended changes to the ByLaws by Joyce Henderson, 

which will be brought before the Board at the next meeting. 

 

Good of the Order Reports 

Kathy Owens highlighted that she and JLC Chair Denice Williams participated in the 

groundbreaking ceremony of the new Memorial Honor Guard Corps Building at the Albert G. 

Horton Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery on April 25, 2023. 

 

Public Comment 

CDC Combs provided a brief history of Amelia State Cemetery 

 

Wrap Up & Adjournment 

Chairman Dick adjourned the meeting at 1145. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
VDVS OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

JOINT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 

Virginia War Memorial Foundation Report 
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