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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
Meeting Minutes 

July 13, 2023 
 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 
July 13, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia ABC Building 7450 Freight Way, Mechanicsville, Virginia. 
 
Members Present 

• Richard Shook, Air Force Association 
• Rich Mansfield, Air Force Sergeants Association 
• William Aramony, American Legion 
• Richard Van Norton, AMVETS 
• Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 
• Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 
• Thad Jones, Fifth Baptist Church Veterans Ministry 
• Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 
• John Clickener, Marine Corps League 
• Monti Zimmerman, Military Officers Association of America 
• Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 
• Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 
• Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
• Terence Moore, Reserve Organization of America 
• Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 
• Katherine Martinez, Student Veterans of America 
• Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
• George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 
• Carl Holcomb, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 
• Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 
• Ann Crittenden, Women Marines Association 
• Melissa Watts, Board of Veterans Services 
• Mike Coleman, Veterans Services Foundation 
• Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 
Alternate Members attending virtually 

• Lisa Gregory, Disabled American Veterans 
• Jeremy Villanueva, Disabled American Veterans 

 
Members Absent 

• Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 
• Michelle Ramos Domingue, Navy Mutual Aid Association 
• Jose Ramos, Wounded Warrior Project 
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Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 
 

• John Cooper, Air Force Sergeants Association 
• David Jennings, Marine Corps League  
• John Down, Military Officers Association of America  
• Joanne Smith, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
• Jay Marts, Virginia National guard Association 
• Matthew Klym, AMVETS 

 
Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Jordan Stewart, Assistant Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs 
• Steven Combs, Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 
• Benjamin King, DVS 
• Claudia Flores, DVS 
• Ravi Padma, DVS 
• Angela Porter, DVS 
• Vivian Doobay, DVS 
• Glendalynn Glover, DVS 
• David Wingfield, VADOC 

 
Guests 

• Rich Lehmann, DAV 
• Michael H. Schoelwer, American Veterans Vote 
• Ralph Hensley, AMVETS 
• Matt Ogburn, Verizon 
• Diane McRae 
• Michael Sopko (attending virtually) 

Items included in the Agenda Packet 
• Draft Agenda 
• Draft Minutes December 15, 2022 meeting 
• Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report to JLC 
• Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report to JLC 
• Department of Veterans Services (DVS) Operations Update 

 
Call to Order 
Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC) Chair Denice Williams called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and led the JLC in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Thoughts and meditation 
Kevin Hoffman provided thoughts and meditation. 
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Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 
The roll was called, and 21 of the 24 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 
Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 
physically present, therefore a quorum was determined. One VSOs participated electronically as 
recorded. The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 
 
Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 
Mr. John Clickener made a motion, seconded by Mr. Richard Van Norton, to approve the meeting 
agenda as presented. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Approve December 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Bill Aramony made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sha’ron Martin, to approve the minutes as 
drafted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Chair Williams recognized Student Veterans of America as a new VSO member on the JLC and 
asked the representative, Kathyrin Martinez to introduce herself.  
 
DVS Operational Update (Attachment 2) 
Commissioner Daniel Gade provided an operational update and discussed legislative concept 
developments of the strategic planning working group. The strategic planning working group held a 
meeting on July 12. Priorities for the group center on the mission to keep veterans and their families 
in Virginia. 
 
BVS Report (Attachment 3) 
Melissa Watts of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  Ms. Watts 
provided an update on the Point of Contact reports by BVS members. 
 
VSF Report (Attachment 4) 
Mr. Mike Coleman of the Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) provided the VSF report and 
reported the budget for supporting Virginia’s veterans. 
 
2024 Initiatives 
Interim Legislative Officer, Glenn Yarborough, provided guidelines for JLC preparation leading up 
to the 2024 General Assembly Session. Mr. Yarborough encouraged members to begin preparations 
early to include contacting legislators in their respective districts. Mr. Yarborough turned the floor 
over to VSO representatives with proposed initiatives. 
 
Mr. Aramony presented the proposal to remove the 55-year-old age requirement for the military 
income tax subtraction. 
 
Mr. Zimmerman discussed a technical amendment to add PHS and NOAA to surviving spouse 
proposed initiative for real property tax relief. 
 
Rick Raskin introduced a proposal to draft a letter to the General Assembly from the JLC that VSO’s 
should be exempt from regulations of proceeds from gaming. 
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Mr. Atchison from the Military Order of the Purple Heart introduced the need for standardized 
training at service dog training facilities. 
 
Mr. Hoffman from the Virginia National Guard Association introduced the need to keep members on 
State Active Duty orders for up to 180 days for the purposes of emergency response medical 
protection for Guard members. 
 
Mr. Hoffman also introduced a proposal for a tuition waiver for eligible Virginia National Guard 
service members to attend a state school in the Commonwealth. 
 
New Business 
Benjamin King from the Virginia War Memorial discussed the flag audit in the VMI Hall and asked 
for JLC volunteer effort to support the audit. He also commented on the Hill of Heroes. 
 
Mr. Cooper and Dr. Angela Porter provided a veteran suicide prevention update. Dr. Porter 
discussed DVS suicide grant efforts. Mr. Cooper provided members with a copy of the Columbia-
Suicide Severity Rating Scale and walked members through this screening sheet and encouraged all 
members to use the screening form when speaking with veterans. Mr. Cooper and Dr. Porter also 
provided a video presentation on suicide prevention screening. 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
Chair Williams asked for the nominating committee’s report and asked the JLC for any additional 
nominations. After hearing none, Chair Williams asked for a vote to approve Kevin Hoffman as the 
new Chair of the JLC. Through a unanimous vote, Kevin Hoffman was elected as the new Chair of 
the JLC. 
 
The two candidates for Vice Chair, Mr. Monti Zimmerman and Mr. Bill Aramony presented 
themselves to the JLC for consideration of their nomination. Chair Williams then asked Mr. 
Zimmerman and Mr. Aramony to leave the room while a vote was taken. A roll call vote was taken 
for the nomination of Mr. Zimmerman. A second roll call vote was taken for the nomination of Mr. 
Aramony. Results of the two roll call votes resulted in the election of Mr. Zimmerman as the Vice 
Chair of the JLC. 
 
MR. Zimmerman presented Chair Williams with a plaque to honor her service as the Chair of the 
JLC. 
 
Public Comment 
Matt Ogburn provided information on the American Connectivity program.  Ralph Hensley from the 
American Legion also provided public comments. 
 
Newly elected Chairman Kevin Hoffman addressed the JLC. 
 
Adjourn 
Chairman Hoffman adjourned the meeting and JLC members were invited to tour the warehouse of 
the Virginia ABC building led by Melissa Watts. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
 
 

July 13, 2023 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
Virginia ABC Building Hearing Room 

7450 Freight Way, Mechanicsville, Virginia 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

I. Opening, Meeting Notes, and Pledge of Allegiance – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:00 – 
10:05) 

 
II. Opening Thoughts & Meditation, Kevin Hoffman, JLC Chaplain (10:05 – 10:08) 

 
III. Roll call, quorum determination, and introduction of guests – Denice Williams, JLC Chair 

(10:08 – 10:15) 
 

IV. Approve Agenda – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:15 – 10:16) 
 

V. Approve May 9, 2023 meeting minutes – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:16 – 10:17) 
 

VI. VDVS Operational Update – Daniel Gade, VDVS Commissioner (10:17 -10:30) 
 

VII. Reports (10:30 – 10:40) 
a. Board of Veterans Services (BVS) – Michael Dick, BVS Chairman 
b. Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) – Mike Coleman, VSF  

 
VIII. 2024 Legislative Initiatives – Glenn Yarborough, Interim Legislative Officer (10:40 – 11:15) 

 
IX. New Business - Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:15 – 11:55) 

a. Virginia War Memorial – Benjamin King 
b. Update on Suicide Prevention Efforts – John R. Cooper  
c. Election of Officers, Denice Williams, JLC Chair 

 
X. Public comment period –JLC Chair (11:55 – 12:00) 

 

XI. Closing remarks and prepare for next meeting –JLC Chair (12:00) 
 

XII. Adjourn (12:00) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

VDVS Operations Update  
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 
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